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With the abolition of slavery should go all the badges of servi-
tude which have been enacted for its maintenance and support.
Let them all be abolished. Let the people of the rebellious
states now be as zealous and as active in the passage of laws and
the inauguration of measures to elevate, develop, and improve
the negro, as they have hitherto been to enslave and degrade
him. Let them do justice and deal fairly with loyal Union men
in their midst, and henceforth be themselves loyal, and this
Congress will not have adjourned till the states whose inhabi-
tants have been engaged in the rebellion will be restored to their
former position in the Union, and we shall all be moving on in
harmony together.1

In short, Trumbull held that it was for Congress to
decide what rights might be established and enforced by
federal law, in addition to that of emancipation. That
this was to be a troublesome question was shown a little
later by a colloquy between Trumbull and Henderson.
The latter was of the opinion that the only sure way to
protect the freedmen was to give them the right to vote.
Trumbull thought that, for the present purpose of pro-
viding them with food, clothing, and shelter, Dr. Town-
send's Sarsaparilla or any other patent medicine, would
be as effectual as the right of suffrage.2 Sumner, a little
later, thought that the right to serve on juries and to
hold office was among the essential securities of freedom,
and Thaddeus Stevens thought that land-ownership also
was necessary. What could be done under the second
clause of the Thirteenth Amendment was the question,
either expressed or implied, underlying the whole con-
troversy on Reconstruction during the next ten years.

It was commonly believed that the President would
approve the Freedmen's Bureau Bill; hence, when a veto
message came, on the 19th of February, it was received
with consternation by the Republicans in Congress. He
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